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A. STATUTORY NUMBERS 





1. This bulletin summarizes the availability of immigrant numbers during 
September. Consular officers are required to report to the Department of State 
documentarily qualified applicants for numerically limited visas; the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service reports applicants for adjustment of 
Status. Allocations were made, to the extent possible under the numerical 
limitations, for the demand received by August 7th in the chronological order 
of the reported priority dates. If the demand could not be satisfied within 
the statutory limits, the foreign state or dependent area in which demand was 
excessive was deemed oversubscribed. The cut-off date for an oversubscribed 
country is the priority date of the first applicant who could not be reached 
within the statutory limits. Only applicants who have a priority date earlier 
than the cut-off date may be allotted a number. Immediately that it becomes 
necessary during the monthly allocation process to retrogress a cut-off date, 
Supplemental requests for numbers will be honored only if the priority date 
falls within the new cut-off date. 








2. Section 201 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), as amended, sets 
an annual minimum family-sponsored preference limit of 226,000. The worldwide 
level for annual employment-based immigrants effective with FY 1992 is at least 
140,000. Section 202, as amended, prescribes that the foreign state 
per-country limit for preference immigrants is set at 7% of the total annual 
family-sponsored and employment-based preference limits, i.e., a minimum of 
25,620. The dependent area limit is set at 2%, or a minimum of 7,320. The 
limit for Hong Kong is set at 10,000 through FY 1993, after which the regular 
foreign state limit will apply to Hong Kong. 


3. Section 203 of the INA, as amended, prescribes preference classes for 
allotment of immigrant visas as follows: 


FAMILY-SPONSORED PREFERENCES 





First: Unmarried Sons and Daughters of Citizens: 23,400 plus any numbers not 
ee ped 
required for fourth preference. 


Second: Spouses and Children, and Unmarried Sons and Daughters of Permanent 
Residents: 114,200, plus the number (if any) by which the worldwide family 
preference level exceeds 226,000, and any unused first preference numbers: 


A. Spouses and Children: 87,934 minimum, i.e., 77% of the overall second 
preference limitation, of which 75% are exempt from the per-country limit; 


B. Unmarried Sons and Daughters (21 years of age or older): 26,266 minimum, 
i,.e., 23% of the overall second preference limitation. 


Third: Married Sons and Daughters of Citizens: 23,400, plus any numbers not 
ye re : 
required by first and second preferences. 


Fourth: Brothers and Sisters of Adult Citizens: 65,000, plus any numbers not 


required by first three preferences. 
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EMPLOYMENT-BASED PREFERENCES 





First: Priority Workers: 28.6% of the worldwide employment-based preference 
level, plus any numbers not required for fourth and fifth preferences. 


Second: Members of the Professions Holding Advanced Degrees or Persons of 
Exceptional Ability: 28.6% of the worldwide employment-based preference level, 
plus any numbers not required by first preference. 


Third: Skilled Workers, Professionals, and Other Workers: 28.6% of the 
worldwide level, plus any numbers not required by first and second preferences, 
not more than 10,000 of which to "Other Workers". 


Fourth: Certain Special] Immigrants: 7.1%, not more than 5,000 of which to the 
Religious Workers described in INA Section 101](a) (27) (C) (ii) (II) and (III). 


Fifth: Employment Creation: 7.1% of the worldwide level, not less than 3,000 
of which reserved for investors in a targetted rural or high-unemployment area. 





4. INA Section 203(e) provides that family-sponsored and employment-based 
preference visas be issued to eligible immigrants in the order in which a 
petition in behalf of each has been filed. Section 203(d) provides that 
Spouses and children of preference immigrants are entitled to the same status, 
and the same order of consideration, if accompanying or following to join the 
principal. The visa prorating provisions of Section 202(e), as revised by the 
Immigration Act of 1990, will apply to allocations for a foreign state or 
dependent area in any fiscal year when visa demand exceeds the per-country 
limit. These provisions apply at present to the following oversubscribed 
chargeability areas: CHINA-mainland born, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, INDIA, MEXICO, 
and PHILIPPINES. 


5. SPOUSES AND CHILDREN OF LEGALIZATION BENEFICIARIES: Section 112 of the 
Immigration Act of 1990 (P.L. 101-649) provides 55,000 immigrant visas during 
each of fiscal years 1992, 1993 and 1994 to spouses and children of persons 
legalized under the three programs established by the Immigration Reform and 
Control] Act of 1986 (P.L. 99-603). The total available for each fiscal year must 
be reduced, however, by the extent to which immediate relative immigration in the 
previous year exceeds 239,000. The fiscal year 1992 visa limit for this 

category is 54,255. (This category is indicated below by the symbol "I,B".) 





6. On the chart below, the listing of a date for any class indicates that the 
class is oversubscribed (see paragraph 1); "C" means current, i.e., mumbers are 
available for all qualified applicants; and "U" means unavailable, i.e., no 
numbers are available. 








PREFERENCES 
All Charge- 
ability Areas CHINA- 
Except Those mainland DOMINICAN 
Listed born REPUBLIC INDIA MEXICO PHILIPPINES 
Family 
lst Cc Cc C Cc 22SEP91 22DEC84 
2A Exempt from 15 FEB90 15 FEB90 15 FEB90 15 FEB90 15 FEB90 15FEB90 
per-country 
limit — 
2A Subject 22APR90 22APR90 U 22APR90 U 22APR90 
to per- 
country limi 
LB U U U U U U 
2B 15AUG89 15AUG89 01NOV87 15AUG89 15DEC88 01AUG85 
3rd 22NOV90 22NOV90 22NOV90 22NOV90 22MAR84 15SEP82 
4th O8JUN83 O8JUN83 O8JUN83 21SEP82 22APR80 15APR77 
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All Charge- 
ability Areas CHINA- 
Except Those mainland DOMINICAN 
Listed born REPUBLIC INDIA MEXICO PHILIPPINES 
Employment- 
Based 
lst c C Cc Cc Cc Cc 
2nd Cc 010CT90 C 15JUN90 C 22SEP91 
3rd C 15JUN89 Cc 15JUN90 Cc 01JUN87 
Other 22SEP87 22 SEP87 22SEP87 22 SEP87 22 SEP87 O1JUN87 
Workers 
4th C C Cc C Cc Cc 
Certain Cc Cc Cc Cc Cc C 
Religious 
Workers 
5th C C C Cc Cc Cc 
Targetted Cc Cc Cc C C Cc 
Employment 
Areas 


The Department of State has available a recorded message with visa availability 
information which can be heard at: (area code 202) 663-1541. This recording 
will be updated in the middle of each month with information on cut-off dates 
for the following month, 


B. EXPEDITED IMMIGRANT VISA ISSUANCE IN CERTAIN LEBANESE FAMILY SECOND AND 
FAMILY FOURTH PREFERENCE CASES 








Section 155 of the Immigration Act of 1990 mandates that during fiscal year 1992 
immigrant visas are to be made available as early as possible to CERTAIN natives 
of Lebanon who are the beneficiaries of FAMILY SECOND and FOURTH preference 
petitions. This provision does NOT benefit all Lebanese Family Second and 
Fourth preference applicants; only beneficiaries of petitions approved as of 
November 29, 1990 whose turn for a visa would be reached in the ordinary course 
of processing during FY-1992 and who are NOT firmly resettled outside Lebanon 
are entitled to expeditious issuance during this year. 


The projected FY-1992 FAMILY SECOND preference cut-off dates for use in visa 
issuance under this provision are: 2A: 29NOV90; 2B: 150CT89 
The projected FAMILY FOURTH preference cut-off date is: Ol1AUG83 


NOTE: The provision of the Immigration Act of 1990 which permits expedited visa 
issuance to certain Lebanese is applicable only through the end of fiscal year 
1992. September is the last month of fiscal year 1992 and will be the last 
month in which visa issuance under this provision is possible, 
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C. TRANSITION IMMIGRANT VISA CATEGORY FOR EMPLOYEES OF CERTAIN UNITED STATES 
BUSINESSES OPERATING IN HONG KONG 








Section 124 of the Immigration Act of 1990 (P.L. 101-649) provides 12,000 
immigrant visas during each of fiscal years 1991, 1992, and 1993 for employees 
of certain United States businesses operating in Hong Kong, and their spouses 
and children. Any numbers unused in fiscal years 1991 or 1992 are to be added 
to the limit for the succeeding year. During fiscal year 1991 a total of 
2,632 visa numbers in this category were used; thus, the numerical limit for 
fiscal year 1992 is set at 21,368. 


At the present time immigrant numbers in this category are available to 
qualified applicants on a "CURRENT" basis. 





D. TRANSITION IMMIGRANT (AA-1) CATEGORY FOR NATIVES OF CERTAIN "“ADVERSELY 
AFFECTED" FOREIGN STATES 








Section 132 of the Immigration Act of 1990 (P.L. 101-649) provides 40,000 
immigrant visas during each of fiscal years 1992, 1993 and 1994 for natives of 
certain countries which had been identified as “adversely affected" for 
purposes of the "NP-5" immigrant program established under Section 314 of the 
Immigration Reform and Control] Act of 1986 (P.L. 99-603). At least 40 percent 
of AA-1 numbers are designated for natives of the country which received the 
greatest number of visas under the NP-5 program (i.e., Ireland). 


For September, immigrant numbers in the AA-1 category are available to 
qualified applicants chargeable to IRELAND on a "CURRENT" basis. 











For September, AA-1 numbers for OTHER qualifying countries have been made 
available to applicants with priority dates earlier than: 








290CT91 - 3:00 p.m. (911029-1500) 


CHANGE IN THE SEPTEMBER AA-1 CUT-OFF DATE POSSIBLE: FOR APPLICANTS CHARGEABLE 
TO AA-1 COUNTRIES OTHER THAN IRELAND, THE AMOUNT OF NUMBERS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 
REQUIRES A CUT-OFF DATE FOR SEPTEMBER ALLOCATIONS, AT LEAST FOR THE PRESENT. 

AT THE BEGINNING OF SEPTEMBER, AFTER ALL AA-1 NUMBERS ALLOCATED FOR AUGUST 
WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN USED ARE RETURNED FOR REALLOCATION, THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WILL RECONSIDER SEPTEMBER AA-1 VISA AVAILABILITY FOR APPLICANTS WHOSE PRIORITY 
DATE HAS NOT ALREADY PERMITTED ALLOCATION OF A SEPTEMBER NUMBER. THE 
DEPARTMENT MAY BE ABLE TO ADVANCE THE SEPTEMBER CUT-OFF DATE AT THAT TIME, AND 
TO MAKE ADDITIONAL SEPTEMBER AA-1] ALLOCATIONS. 
































THUS, NOTWITHSTANDING THE AA-1 CUT-OFF DATE FOR SEPTEMBER NOTED ABOVE, 
APPLICANTS WHOSE PRIORITY DATE HAS NOT BEEN REACHED SHOULD NOT CONCLUDE THAT 
THERE IS NO CHANCE OF THEIR RECEIVING A FY-1992 NUMBER. RATHER, SUCH 
APPLICANTS SHOULD CHECK WITH POSTS OR WITH THE DEPARTMENT IN EARLY SEPTEMBER 
TO LEARN IF A CHANGE IN THE SEPTEMBER DATE HAS MADE POSSIBLE A VISA ALLOCATION 
IN THE LAST WEEKS OF THE FY-1992 PROGRAM. SUCH A DEVELOPMENT CANNOT BE TAKEN 
FOR GRANTED, BUT IT IS A REAL POSSIBILITY. (THE DEPARTMENT'S RECORDED MESSAGE 
WITH CUT-OFF DATE INFORMATION (telephone no.: 202-663-1541) WILL BE UPDATED 
IN EARLY SEPTEMBER TO INDICATE IF A CHANGE IN SEPTEMBER AA-1 VISA AVAILABILITY 
HAS BEEN POSSIBLE. ) 


Entitlement to status for all AA-] applicants registered for fiscal year 1992 
expires at the end of the fiscal year, i.e., as of September 30, 1992. There 
is no carry over of entitlement to status for AA-1 applicants into the next 
fiscal year, so persons registered for fiscal year 1992 who do not obtain 
their visas by September 30 will have no benefit from their registration once 
October 1, 1992 arrives. 
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E. TRANSITION IMMIGRANT VISA CATEGORY FOR DISPLACED TIBETANS 





Section 134 of the Immigration Act of 1990 (P.L. 101-649) provides 1,000 
immigrant visas over the three fiscal year period 1991] through 1993 for 
natives of Tibet residing in India or Nepal, and their spouses and children. 
The processing of applications for visas in this category, including the 
allocation of visa numbers under its numerical limitation, is under the 
control of the United States Embassy at New Delhi, India. 


F. AVAILABILITY OF ASYLEE NUMBERS FOR ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS CASES 





The following information has been provided by the Refugees, Asylum and Parole 
Office of the Immigration and Naturalization Service: 


Asylees who filed their application to adjust on or before December 25, 199] 
and whose names are included on the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
centralized computer list may be adjusted at this time. 





G. NOTES ON VISA AVAILABILITY 





Because of heavy applicant demand, particularly at INS offices for adjustment 
of status cases, a cut-off date has been established in the iNDIA EMPLOYMENT 
THIRD preference. 


A retrogression in the PHILIPPINES FAMILY FIRST preference cut-off date for 
September has been necessary to keep visa issuances within the annual 
numerical limit. 


As indicated in earlier Visa Bulletins, there will be no regular allocation of 
numbers for September in the category for spouses and children of Legalization 
Beneficiaries; regular allocations in the "LB" category will resume for 
October, the first month of FY-1993. 


Readers are reminded that, toward the end of the fiscal year, cut-off date 
movement tends to slow or stop as visa issuances approach the annual limits. 
With the start of the new fiscal year on October 1, cut-off dates should be 
able to resume their advance, 


See also the important note on AA-1 visa availability in section D above. 














H. VISA PROCESSING IN PAKISTAN 





Effective October 1, 1992 the American Consulate General at Lahore will no 
longer accept or process applications for immigrant visas to the United States. 
Beginning on that date, all immigrant visa applicants in Pakistan will be 
required to apply at the American Consulate General, Karachi. 








This change is being made to improve the efficiency of visa operations by 
consolidating all immigrant processing resources at the Consulate General in 
Karachi. All concerned applicants, petitioners, and legal representatives 
will be notified when immigrant visa files have been transferred from Lahore 
to Karachi. 


Nonimmigrant visa services will continue to be available at the Consulate 
General, Lahore, as well as the Embassy, Islamabad, and the Consulate General, 
Karachi. (Nonimmigrant visa services at the Consulate, Peshawar ended as of 
April 1, 1992.) 





I. RECENT AMENDMENT TO THE VISA PORTION OF THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS MANUAL (FAM) 





Transmittal Letter (TL) No. VISA-62 dated June 10, 1992, which updates 

the visa portion (Vol. 9) of the FAM, is now available. VISA-62 makes 
corrections to some pages of TL No. VISA-57 (Sections 42.32(e) Regs/Statutes, 
42.33 Regs/Statutes, and 42.63 Procedural Notes). 








There is a charge of $1.50 per copy of VISA-62. A check payable to the 
Department of State must accompany the order. This TL may be obtained from: 





Distribution Services (OIS/PS/PR) 
Room B845 NS 

Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520-0845 








VISA BULLETIN SUBSCRIPTION AND CHANGE OF ADDRESS INFORMATION: Additions or 
changes to the mailing list should be sent to: Visa Bulletin, Visa Office, 
Department of State, Washington, D.C. 20522-0113. Only addresses within the 
U.S. postal system may be placed on the mailing list. Please include a recent 
mailing label when reporting changes or corrections of address; the Postal 
Service does NOT automatically notify the Visa Office of address changes. 








Department of State Publication 9514 
CA/VO:August 10, 1992 
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